ifiahorse doesn't

Part coach, part therapist

and seemingly part horse
whisperer, Troy Brandenburg
is the latest trick of the trade.

nds-down smash hit of last year’s Wrangler
al Finals Rodeo? It should have been Kelly
’s Mystic Angela (“Bubba”), who was
able in four of the first six rounds.
about mid-week, somebody slipped some
to I Am Not Te’s jets and “Slim” stole the
e clocked a 13.71 or faster in each of the last
s, mowed down the arena record to win
the eighth by three tenths, and would’ve won both
the ninth and 10th rounds, too, sans penalties.
Turns out, the nitro comes in human form and
speaks with a foreign accent.

—Troy Brandenb'ﬁfg A

Australian Troy Brandenburg worked daily in
Vegas on 12-year-old Slim, who had been bat-
tling sacroiliac and stomach problems prior to the
Finals.

“Slim never even ran on Bute that 10 days,”
Halls says. “It was just Gastroguard and Troy and : - NI O TN
my Game Ready ice machine. If I wouldn’t have i A Brandenburg lives and works en the |

been so worn out at the end, my horse could have . ' 'raad with his constant companion; Sweetie.
gone 10 more rounds! He just got stronger and '
stronger.”

Incidentally, Brandenburg also worked on Bubba increasingly likely to take the bit and run through  and world championship for Dean Gorsuch.
that week, and Rodney Burks’ three-time steer  a costly barrier. “If there’s an issue, there’s likely something
wrestling horse of the year, FF Zans A Baron Jack. But after a dose or two of Brandenburg, Zan  going on with pain,” Brandenburg said. “Most

“Zan” had gotten bunched up at the back fence ~ went back to standing in the corner comfortably. ~ horses go in and run and try their heart out, even
one night in Las Vegas, Brandenburg said, and on ~~ He went on to earn a whopping $121,453 that though they’re hurting, but they give you a little
subsequent nights he was agitated in the box and ~ week, plus the Wrangler National Finals average ~ warning that they’re not real comfortable. These
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six sensational stretches

Hold all stretches 10-15 seconds, and never, ever force anything.

Stretch the fore muscles by lifting the hoof straight back
from the knee until level with the belly (you can brace
your other hand on the opposite leg for leverage).

Stretch the groin by picking up the lower hind leg and
gently lifting up.

Stretch chest and shoulder muscles by bringing
the foot forward to the opposite knee and opening
toward the outside.

Stretch through the buttock by drawing the hind leg
back as if to clean the hoof. As the leg stretches and
drops, drop your knee with it.

Stretch from the lower leg through the withers by
holding the hoof forward near the ground and asking
the horse to push through.

......

Help prevent hock and stifle problems by stretching the
hind leg forward near the ground, gently adding weight
to the hock and asking for the hip to drop toward you.

are the little things you look for — a listless look
in the eyes or the horse isn’t warming up right or
doesn’t want to go in the gate.”

Brandenburg’s diagnostic mantra is to keep
things simple, which makes it easier to find and
fix problems. It’s a special combination of ther-

mal therapy, acupressure and stretching that help
Brandenburg care for horses from the top down;
from muscles to joints to intestines, and from the
warm-up to the cool-down.

“I can’t make a horse any better than he is,”
Brandenburg said. “But I can help him help you.”

word of mouth

The Aussie, a former rodeo team roper and
champion racehorse jockey, had been helping hors-
es at home and abroad for a handful of years before
Brenda Mays’ sister discovered him in 2006 floating
around the Northwest working on 4D horses.
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